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 Unit of work & brief outline of what will be covered. Key Objectives – what will students learn Assessment 
1 Rhythm and Pulse  

Exploring Pulse, Beat, Rhythm, Ostinato, Cyclic and 
Polyrhythms, Note Durations and Rhythm Grid Notation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Practical Music Y8 – Stand By Me 
Pupils learn instruments which include acoustic guitar, 
ukulele, keyboard, electric bass, drums and singing. There is 
a strong emphasis on independent learning with the teacher 
facilitating progression.   
 
 

Pupils understand that pulse is a fundamental upon 
which music is built and performed. 
Pupils develop a feeling for and an awareness of 
a regular pulse in music from different times and 
places. 
Pupils distinguish between pulse/beat and rhythm. 
Pupils develop an understanding of note values in terms 
of duration, bars and simple time signatures. 
 
 
 
Pupils enhance their practical musical ability in terms of 
technique, expression and confidence. 
Pupils experience ensemble performance in a safe 
environment. 
 

All pupils are asked to contribute to 
class discussion. 
Keyboard skills are assessed as a whole 
class activity, and other instrumental 
skills are assessed during group 
practice.  
 
 
 
 
 
All pupils perform to the class at some 
points during each term and students 
are taught audience skills and the 
importance of providing positive 
feedback alongside possible 
improvements to work. 

2 Hooks and Riffs 
Hooks and Riffs explores music based on repeated musical 
patterns through the genres of Popular Music (Hooks and 
Riffs) and Music from the Western Classical Tradition 
(Ostinatos). 
 
 
 
Practical Music Y8 - Hallelujah 
Pupils learn instruments which include acoustic guitar, 
ukulele, keyboard, electric bass, drums and singing. There is 
a strong emphasis on independent learning with the teacher 
facilitating progression.   

Pupils understand how music is based on Repeated 
Musical Patterns. 
Pupils understand and distinguish between Hooks, Riffs 
and Ostinatos. 
Pupils listen to and appraise a range of music from 
different times and places based on Repeated Musical 
Patterns. 
 
 
Pupils enhance their practical musical ability in terms of 
technique, expression and confidence. 
Pupils experience ensemble performance in a safe 
environmen 

All pupils are asked to contribute to 
class discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
All pupils perform to the class at some 
points during each term and students 
are taught audience skills and the 
importance of providing positive 
feedback alongside possible 
improvements to work. 
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