
Reformed GCSEs, the 
national context,

the options form and FAQs

• Reformed GCSEs

• How do we support students at GCSE?

• How do I complete the Options form?

• And many more…



Reformed GCSEs
At Highgate Wood School we are committed to  
providing the best possible education, to minimise 
worry for students and parents and maximise the 
future prospects for our students.

• We have the staff expertise to successfully 
negotiate the potential pitfalls

• We make all decisions based on our view of what 
is best for our students within the constraints 
(curriculum and financial) put in place by the 
government



Reformed GCSEs

• Graded 9-1

• Designed to be more challenging than previously 
and to be in line with the best in the world

• A grade 4 is equivalent to an old style grade C

• A grade 7 is equivalent to an old style grade A

• The government is saying that a good pass is a 
grade 5 but that does not mean that a grade 4 
won’t necessarily be good enough to access 
courses post 16  - it depends on the course



Reformed GCSEs
and support

We recognise that stress and anxiety have been 
increasing among young people in the country over 
recent years, especially relating to the pandemic

• The danger that this will accelerate with harder 
GCSEs does exist

• We have reduced the number of GCSEs that 
children study in part as a response to this

• We offer different pathways in response to this

• Our pastoral system is designed to support students



This year group will have a mix 
of new and old style grading

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwibgv67xqbLAhWJApoKHb_VAd8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.gts.devon.sch.uk/learning/curriculum-change-guidance.html&psig=AFQjCNHLJZNc1BePnZSBwZhuhCLxYnOv2w&ust=1457164381121373


The Options Process

• Assembly for year 9

• Tuesday 10th January: Options 
Evening

• A series of interviews with year 9

• Friday 10th February: Deadline for 
return of options forms

• July: Confirmation of options



How to Choose

These choices are made through a discussion 
between:

• Parents, students and the school

• They are not totally free choices but are made 
in consultation.

• The final decision about options is made by 
the school



How to Choose

• What choices will offer the greatest range of 
progression routes?

• What choices will be most useful for my 
career interests (if currently known)

• What choices will I be able to be successful at?



How to Choose

• Some subjects are more restricted than others 
in numbers

• The subject that your child most wants to 
study must be put as choice 1

• Your child must be ready to study any three of 
their four choices

• We will consult with students if they can’t 
have their first choice or three out of their 
four options well before July



How not to Choose
Friends

• Friends should choose what is best for them 
and so should your child.  Please ensure that 
this does not form a part of the discussion on 
options

Teacher

• The teacher that your child gets on with might 
not teach them next year.  Likewise for a 
teacher that they might not get along with so 
well



Three options from four choices

• At least one of the choices 1-4 (except for the 
supported pathway) must be a facilitating 
subject

• If you only choose one facilitating subject you 
will almost certainly get that choice

• If you choose history or geography and 
Spanish or French and tick that you would 
want to study the Ebacc we will prioritise this



Pathways

Pathway A – core subjects

English Language & English Literature, 
Mathematics, Biology Chemistry and Physics, 
REP (RS), and PE

• Pathway A - options: 3 options to be allocated 
out of 4 chosen including at least one 
‘facilitating subject’



Pathways

Pathway B – core subjects

English Language & English Literature, 
Mathematics, Double Science, REP (RS) and PE

• Pathway B - options: 3 options to be allocated 
out of 4 chosen including at least one 
‘facilitating subject’



Pathways

Supported Pathway – core subjects

English Language & English Literature, Mathematics, 
Double Science, Maths & English Support, REP (RS), and 
PE

• Supported pathway – options: options to be chosen 
in consultation with the key professional (usually SEN 
department)

• Three options allocated or two if English and 
numeracy support is specified by the school



Facilitating Subjects & English 
Baccalaureate (Ebacc)

• These have a wide range of potential further 
areas of study and a wide range of areas of 
employment

• Well respected for this reason by universities

French Spanish (or community language)

geography   history

computer science



Facilitating Subjects & English 
Baccalaureate

• The EBacc consists of English language, English 
literature, maths, at least two sciences, either 
history or geography and a modern foreign 
language.

• Many schools make this combination 
compulsory for most students due to OFSTED 
but we believe that the EBacc is an arbitrary 
collection and though all subjects are valuable 
educationally so are others not included.



How will we prioritise?

• We will prioritise everyone getting their first choice 
(though we cannot 100% guarantee this)

• Where there are decisions to be made as to who 
gets which choice we use our professional 
judgement using a wide range of criteria but we 
cannot make this transparent due to its complexity 
and issues of confidentiality

• We are restricted to maximum class sizes that are 
different for different subjects and we must use 
school money efficiently regarding class sizes





Online options











Frequently Asked Questions



Can my child change their options?

• We will try to help but often we can’t change 
options

• Once the deadline is over we then plan out the 
timetable and during this time no changes can 
be requested

• When options are given out in July a survey 
monkey will be issued where a request to 
change can be made

• Requests go on a waiting list and if requests 
coincide then we make the change



Is it true that you will only get an 
arts subject if it is your first choice?

• No

• It is true that you are only (almost) guaranteed 
your first choice and this is irrespective of what 
subject your first choice is

• It is also guaranteed that you will get at least 
one facilitating subject.  If your first choice is a 
non facilitating subject and one of your other 
three is a facilitating subject this subject should 
be guaranteed also



How many GCSEs will my child get?

• From the core offer students get either 6 or 7 
GCSEs and with 3 options most students will get 
9-10 GCSEs.  This is more than adequate and in 
our experience in year 11 more would be a 
significant strain even for the highest attaining 
students.

• GCSEs are harder than they used to be and it is 
important not to study too many qualifications as 
this will almost certainly reduce quality of grade.



Why is REP (RS) compulsory at 
HWS?

• Some parts of the RS curriculum are compulsory 
nationally (though the GCSE is not)

• Many aspects of the (compulsory) PSHE curriculum 
can be covered in REP lessons

• There are only 3 (triple science) or 5 (double 
science) REP lessons per fortnight and this is not 
enough for another option at HWS.  Options take 6 
periods.

• We feel that if students have to study part of the 
course anyway they may as well get a GCSE from it



What are we doing differently from most 
schools?

• What we are NOT doing (unlike many 
schools) is to make you choose options from 
certain blocks.  Many schools are making 
their students choose either geography or 
history for example from one block and make 
them choose a language from another block 
due to the EBacc and we have decided not to 
go down that route.



What is the EBacc?

• The English Baccalaureate is not a separate 
qualification.

• It is said that someone has the EBacc if they 
have at least a grade 5 (new grading system) 
in:

English, maths, at least two sciences, a 
humanities subject and a language.



How many people do triple science?

• Sixty students on each half of the year 
group do triple science (120 total)

• In order to keep the two halves as balanced 
as possible students are moved between 
the two halves (triple science, approximate 
equity of attainment and needs in the two 
halves are some factors considered)



Why do we need to choose 4 and only get 3?

• No school can guarantee all choices so by 
listing choices 1-4 we can try to guarantee 
three of these.

• In the few occasions where we cannot 
pick 3 subjects from your 4 choices we will 
discuss this with you



• Does any subject take 2 options?

• Does triple science take up one of the 
choices?

• Can I change my options once they are 
chosen?  What is the procedure? Is there 
a cut off point?

• Will my child’s forecast grades decide 
whether they do certain subjects?
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