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Year 10 GCSE Parent Information Evening

● Welcome and Introduction 
Mr Cozier (Headteacher), Ms Issitt (KS4 Coordinator) and Mr Mayes (Head of Year 10)

● Overview of the GCSE Programme
Ms Issitt 

● Assessment and Reporting
Ms Hamilton (Deputy Headteacher) 

● Subject Information
Ms Ellen (Head of REP), Mr Ruszczynski (KS4 English), Science & Maths (Ms Issitt)

● Access Arrangements and SEND
Mr Cain-Reed (Assistant Headteacher and SENDCO) 

● Supporting Your Child’s Learning 
Ms Issitt 

● Q & A
All 



Mr Mayes - Head of Year 10



A HUGE THANK YOU!

Thank you for you continued support for the school and the Highgate Wood Way.

It has been a real pleasure supporting your children over the last 3 years – I feel that 
their development has been exceptional - when taking in consideration we were just 

coming out of Covid when they first joined and they were thrown straight into 
secondary school life.

They blew the school away with positivity in Year 7 and again retained the mantel for 
Top merit point earners as a Year group again in Year 8.

The positivity continues…



POSTIVE START RECOGNISED

7773 positive achievement points achieved by 
the year group so far….

That’s an aver of 29 per person – 3 merits a day since the start of term!

We have students already over 60 merit points and one over 80

WHAT A YEAR GROUP!!!

That’s 1604 more positives!!!



Overview of the GCSE Programme
● The GCSE courses take place over two years

● All students study English Literature and English Language, Maths, Science (either 

Combined or Triple) and REP, as well as the three ‘Options’ subjects they selected in Year 

9

● Students are assessed regularly over the two years

○ Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) take place in June 

○ Year 11 PPEs take place in January and the GCSEs are in May and June 

○ NEAs and coursework 

● Students will develop a deep understanding of their subjects and by engaging with all 

aspects of they course, they will build the skills necessary to succeed in their exams in the 

summer of 2026

● The HWS website has a list of exam boards and courses and a copy will be available in the 

canteen at the end of this presentation

https://hws.haringey.sch.uk/students/exam-resources/exam-preparation/




Critical Thinking

Problem Solving

Resilience

Independence





Ms Hamilton -
Deputy Headteacher



Year 10
g

Assessment 
and 
Reporting



Assessment
• Departments set key pieces of work for every year group which are 

completed by all students and assessed in an agreed way by staff 
each half term. 

• Subject teachers mark these key pieces of work using a combination 
of formative and summative assessment. 

✓Formative Assessment = Comments about what students have 
done well and what they need to do to improve

✓Summative Assessment = Marks and/or grades



Feedback
• Written feedback from teacher (include praise about strengths as well as how to 

improve areas for development)

• Verbal feedback from teacher (can be whole class or to smaller groups or 
individuals)

• Whole class feedback (read a class set of books or answers and plan verbal or 
written feedback for the class that allows every student to improve their work)

• Self-assessment (use of clear success criteria and model answers)

• Peer-assessment (use of clear success criteria and modelling of 
comments/targets essential)

• Re-teaching key content in a lesson (to address common misconceptions or 
mistakes)

• Student-teacher dialogue and questioning

• Merits and demerits to acknowledge or encourage completion of tasks



Each term your child will receive a 

Learning Judgement
from each of their subject teachers.

Learning 
Judgement

Description

Excellent

• Always tries hard, perseveres when learning is challenging and seeks to 
achieve excellence in all that they do

• Contributes fully in lessons and is always well-organised
• Produces homework to a very high standard and often goes beyond 

the minimum expected

Good

• Consistently works hard and seeks to produce work that meets 
expectations

• Contributes well in class and is well-organised
• Always completes homework

Inconsistent

• Can work well to produce work that meets expectations, but not on 
every task

• Can contribute well and be well-organised, but not consistently
• Sometimes completes homework

Concern

• Regularly misses homework deadlines and/or does not complete home 
or classwork to an acceptable standard

• Often disorganised
• Does not concentrate well in lessons

In the vast majority of 
cases, where a student is 
underachieving in a 
subject, it is because they 
are displaying the qualities 
described above in the 
‘inconsistent’ or ‘concern’
learning judgement 
description. 

Reporting



• Classwork (CWK)

• Homework (HWK)

• Behaviour (BEH)

• Organisation (ORG)

• Attitude to Learning (ATL)

• Literacy (LIT)

• Numeracy (NUM)

• Attendance (ATT)

• Independent Study (INS)

• Contribution (CONT)

• Courtesy (COUR)

• Cooperation (COOP)

• Consideration (CONS)



Minimum Expected 
GCSE Grade (MEG)
This is the minimum grade a student is expected to achieve at GCSE for all 
subjects. These are set using your child’s baseline data. We would normally 
use Key Stage 2 scaled scores as the baseline for our target setting model. 
Your child did not complete Key Stage 2 SATs so did not get a scaled score 
(due to Covid). In the absence of this data we have used in-house testing, 
data from previous school cohorts and national data trends to produce what 
we believe to be comparable minimum expected GCSE grades for our 
students. 

Although our projected outcomes are aspirational, we treat these grades a 
minimum expectation rather than a ‘target’ and expect that with high quality 
teaching and learning, our students should be able to meet and, in many 
cases, exceed them. Most students at HWS do achieve or exceed these 
minimum expected grades. 





Expected Progress from Year 7 to Key 
Stage 4 GCSE Grade
Your child’s baseline data put them into one of three attainment bands: high, middle and low. The diagram below 

shows the progress that students are expected and most likely to make from their starting points. 



Forecast GCSE Grade
This is a professional judgement, made by subject 
teachers, of the grade a student is likely to achieve 
in their subject in their GCSE if they continue to 
work at their current rate. Teachers consider all the 
assessed pieces of work completed by a student 
over the term(s) to inform these holistic forecast 
grades. The forecast grade should in no way be seen 
as fixed, or a ‘cap’ to achievement. Students can 
always improve their performance if they seek out 
challenges, put in the necessary effort, act on their 
feedback from their teachers and continually try to 
improve. Where students are not on track, the 
school will intervene in some way to support 
improvement.



Exams
Year 10 students sit end of year exams during the 

summer term and in Year 11 students sit mock exams 
in January. 

These allow students, staff and parents to see how well students are 
performing in their different subjects. 

They also provide important opportunities for students to practise 
revision and examination techniques, and develop their confidence in 
preparation for their GCSE and A Level exams.



What are Non-Examined Assessments and 
when are they?

• Very few subjects have NEAs 
(previously called controlled 
assessments / coursework) now

• They are internally assessed 

• They take place throughout the next 
year and a half depending on subject

• They take place in school

1. Art (40% ESA)
2. Drama (Coursework)
3. Media (30% NEA)
4. Music (composition and 

performance elements)
5. PE (NEA)
6. Child Development (6 

Formal Controlled 
Assessments)



Ms Ellen - Head of REP



REP GCSE – What are we studying? Why is it a 
core subject?

Exam specification: 8062
Exam Board: AQA



Summary of Assessment

Component
Area of 
Study

Qualification
Weighting %

Qualification
Style

1 

The study of 
religions: 

Christianity and 
Islam

50 1hr 45 written exam

2
Thematic Studies 
(Philosophy and 

Ethics)
50

1hr 45  minute written 
exam

GCSE Religious Studies (AQA exam board) has no coursework.



Christianity Islam

Beliefs and 
Teachings

The nature of God
Creation

Jesus Christ
Salvation

The afterlife

The nature of God
Angels

Life after death
Prophethood

Revelation and authority

Practices

Forms of worship
Sacraments
Pilgrimage

The Church in the local community
The worldwide Church

The Five Pillars 
Forms of Worship

Duties including Jihad
Festivals

Component
Area of 
Study

Qualification
Weighting %

Qualification
Style

Marks

1 

The study of 
religions: 

Christianity 
and Islam

50
1hr 45 written exam

96 marks, plus 6 marks for 
spelling, punctuation and 

grammar (SPaG)



Theme Areas of Study

Philosophy of Religion 
and Ethical Study

• Religion and Life
• Religion, human rights and social justice

• Religion. peace & conflict
• Religion crime & punishment

Component
Area of 
Study

Qualification
Weighting %

Qualification
Style

Marks

2

Thematic 
Studies 

(Philosophy and 
Ethics)

50
1hr 45  minute written 

exam

96 marks, plus 3 marks for 
spelling, punctuation and 

grammar (SPaG)



Paper 2: Thematic studies

Theme F: Human Rights and Social Justice

Prejudice & Discrimination

Racism & Sexism

Equality

Religious expression

Wealth & poverty

Theme B: Religion and Life

Creation – religious and scientific views

Environmental issues

Animal Rights

Abortion

Euthanasia

Life after death

Theme D: Peace and conflict

War

Terrorism and Violence

Protests

Pacifism

Just War

Nuclear Weapons

Theme E: Crime and punishment

Types of crime

Suffering

Aims of Punishment

Death Penalty

Forgiveness



Y10 Key topics Assessment Y11 Key topics Assessment 

HT1 Christianity 
Beliefs

Nature of God, the Trinity, evil 
and suffering, in carnation  
atonement  salvation,  Afterlife, 

Exam 12 mark essay. THEME B Life and 
Religion 

Creation, environmental issues, 
animal ethics, euthanasia, 
abortion, life after death

Full THEME B 
past paper. 

HT2 Christianity 
Beliefs  

Shared with

Islam Beliefs 

End of Unit EXAM 
STYLE assessment.

Exam 12 mark essay.

THEME F Human 
Rights and Social 
Justice 

Prejudice and discrimination, social 
justice, racism, treatment of 
women and the LGBTQ+ 
community. Equality, freedom of 
religion, freedom of religious 
expression, wealth poverty, 
exploitation, charity 

Exam 12 mark
essay.

HT3 Islam Beliefs Nature of Allah, Sunni & Shi’a 
beliefs, Prophethood, Holy 
Books, Angels, Predestination 
Life after death, Judgement 
Day

End of Unit EXAM 
STYLE assessment.

Christianity 
Practices

Worship, sacraments, baptism, 
eucharist, prayer, church in the 
local community, pilgrimage 
festivals – Christmas, Easter, 
evangelism, church growth

Y11 mocks in 
January – full 
themes 
paper (1 hour 
45 mins)

HT4 THEME E Crime 
& Punishment 

Causes of Crime, Lawbreakers, 
Punishment, religious attitudes 
to crime, forgiveness and the 
law. Corporal punishment, 
capital punishment 

Exam style essay.
Mini-assessment 
focused on 
knowledge and 
analysis.

Islam Practices Worship, prayer, Sunni/Shi’a 
worship differences, the Five Pillars 
of Sunni Islam, Ten Obligatory Acts 
of Shi’a Islam, Jihad, festivals – Eid-
ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-Adha, Ashura.

Full Practices 
paper in 
class.

HT5 THEME D 
Peace & 
Conflict

War, Just War, Pacifism, 
Nuclear weapons, Protest, 
terrorism, victims of war,

Exam style essay.
Mini-assessment 
focused on 
knowledge and 
analysis.

Revision – using 
booklets created 
for each theme 

HT6 Revision for 
Mocks
Begin Theme B 
using HW 
Booklet 

Full Beliefs paper 
mock (50 mins)
2 themes paper 
mock (50 mins)



Learning Plan Year 10 REP: Christian Beliefs
Autumn Term 

ENQUIRY QUESTIONS
What the Christian core beliefs?

How is the nature of God evidenced in scripture and teachings?
How do Christian beliefs influence their lives today?

How do beliefs about sin and salvation influence Christians?

Knowledge
What will you learn 
about?

Skills
Which skills will you develop?

1. The Nature of God
2. The Trinity
3. The Problem of Evil
4. Beliefs about Creation
5. Beliefs about the 

Afterlife
6. Incarnation
7. Crucifixion
8. Resurrection
9. Ascension
10. Sin and Salvation

1. Multiple choice question. Assessing your religious vocabulary. 1 mark

2. Give questions. Assessing your religious knowledge. 2 marks

3. Explain question. Assessing your understanding of a specific 
Christian belief and how they might influence believers.

4 marks

4. Explain question. Assessing your understanding of a specific 
Christian belief and your ability to drawn of religious sources as 
evidence.

5 marks

5. Evaluative statement. Assessing understanding and the ability to 
judge religious arguments. 

12 marks
Learning habits
What do you need to do to be successful?

Assessment
How will you be assessed?

Independent learning
How can you consolidate and extend your understanding? Ex

• I always try hard and persevere when learning is challenging and seek to achieve 
excellence in all that I do

• I contribute fully in lessons and I am always well-organised
• I always complete my homework to the highest standard and I often do more than my 

teacher has asked for

1. Starter quizzes at the 
beginning of each lesson. 

2. Questioning throughout 
lesson and GCSE exam 
style questions in each 
lesson.

3. Final end of unit 
assessment which will 
feature GCSE style 
questions.

1. Buy the AQA GCSE Religious Studies A: Christianity and Islam Revision Guide. 
2. Use Oak National Academy to watch lessons by specialist REP teachers. Each 

lesson includes practice questions, model answers and quizzes.
3. Listen to the RE Podcast by Louisa Jane Smith.
4. Use platforms like SENECA and YouTube to search Christian beliefs.
5. Use BBC Bitesize and search the specific beliefs.
6. Read newspaper articles, websites and television to deepen your knowledge. 
7. Read sections of the Bible and visit Christian places of worship.

Go
• I consistently work hard and seek to produce work that meets the expectations of my 

teachers
• I contribute well in class and I am well-organised
• I always complete my homework

In
• I can work well to produce work that meets expectations, but I don’t do this for every 

task
• I can contribute well and be well-organised, but not consistently
• I sometimes complete my homework

Co
• I regularly miss homework deadlines and I often don’t complete home or class work 

to an acceptable standard
• I often forget my book and do not have the right equipment
• I don’t concentrate well in lessons



Why is REP a core subject?

Russell Group states that: 

“Religious Studies … 

provides suitable 

preparation for entry to 

university in general.”

Cambridge University

published a list of 

subjects which are 

regarded as acceptable 

preparation for entry –

RE appears in the top 

level list.

• It helps students develop their own judgements/views 

• It helps students understand more about others, we are 

surrounded by difference

• It is an academic essay based subject that has various 

transferable skills to other subjects

Ofsted say: “Religious education (RE) makes a significant 
contribution to pupils’ academic and personal development. 
It also plays a key role in promoting social cohesion and the 
virtues of respect and empathy, which are important in our 

diverse society.”



organisation

clear & logical thinking 

critically evaluate good use of literacy expression 

negotiating

research 

problem solving

planning working to deadlines

applying ethical understanding

debating curiosity explanation

independent thinking

Some of those transferable skills:



What does homework look like in REP?

• There should be an hour and a half set homework every week.

• SENECA – an online platform that tests you based on previous attainment and knows exactly 

what to test you on!

• Booklets – booklets handmade with revision 

material, questions/tasks, exam technique and 

exam practice. 

• These will be used as the main homework when 

we get to our themes topics.

Free Homework & Revision for A 
Level, GCSE, KS3 & KS2 
(senecalearning.com)

https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/


Any questions please feel free 
to email me
msk@hws.haringey.sch.uk

There are revision guides you can buy if you are 
interested too.

Exam specification: 8062
Exam Board: AQA



Mr Ruszczynski -
Key Stage 4 English Lead





GCSE Science
Dev Nayar - Head of Science - dna@hws.haringey.sch.uk

mailto:dna@hws.haringey.sch.uk


Science 
Dev Nayar (Head of Science)      

dna@hws.haringey.sch.uk

I check emails regularly so feel free to email me. If you email a science 
teacher, please copy me in

Mira Stoynova (Head of KS4 Science) sst@hws.haringey.sch.uk

Please check equipment so that every child brings these to every lesson 

Black pen
Green pen

Pencil
30cm ruler
Calculator

mailto:dna@hws.haringey.sch.uk
mailto:sst@hws.Haringey.sch.uk


The exam board is AQA

This is the Combined Science course

2 teachers

These are the triple science 
courses

3 teachers



Pink exercise books for science
1 exercise book per teacher
Hole-punched and treasury tagged – should have these in

Curriculum map
Command words Lab rules



Each student should have Knowledge organisers – 3 separate 
booklets, one for each of biology, chemistry and physics and 
containing all of the main content for the year



All students have access to www.kerboodle.com
This has the textbooks and many other resources (revision) 

http://www.kerboodle.com/


Login - www.kerboodle.com

•Password and username are the 
same

•It is students’ initial then 
surname.

•For example: dnayar

•The Institution code is dru6

http://www.kerboodle.com/


Homework – kerboodle and Tassomai

•Questions from the kerboodle textbooks – to be answered 
in full in exercise books
• This is to improve extended writing skills – something that 

many students in the country struggle with and will give us 
a HUGE advantage!

• 100% Weekly Goal on Tassomai

BOTH ARE EQUALLY IMPORTANT AND MUST BE COMPLETED



Kerboodle online textbook ‘End of spread’ 
questions – These will be set weekly on Satchel



You should know 
about it from Y9 
but if not, this is 

what it is



Students in our last year 11 (Combined and Triple science) 
that completed a lot of weekly goals on Tassomai attained 
very high grades in their GCSEs so WE know it works!
• Thank you for paying for it! If not, please pay £8 for the year on scopay

• Please email me with any questions about it

• Students must complete 100% of their Weekly Goal 

• It contains an AI function (called Mai) which helps students to learn. This 
is better than chatGPT as all of the science is correct!

Tassomai works!!!!!



You should be receiving Parent / Carer 
Weekly Progress Reports by email

Please email me if you are not receiving these



Assessments – half termly KAPs with individual 
feedback and target sheets



GCSE Maths



WELCOME TO MATHS GCSE 

AQA EXAM BOARD - 3 PAPERS 90 MINUTES LONG

1 = Non Calc 2 = Calc

Sci Calc is 
best! (Casio 
fx85 - OR 
SIMILAR)



MATHS SETTINGS 

Set 1 Set 2 Expected to do Higher
Urban Myth: *NOT TRUE* Set 2 do not 'historically underachieve' 
and being in Set 2 is NOT A BAD THING, sometimes children need 
some breathing space with Maths.
Out of 60 Set 2 students we got 10 Grade 8s and 17 Grade 7s -
that is not underachieving, and they didn't have MEGS of 8!

Set 3 We try to get them ready for Higher to maximise chances of a 5 or 
6 bit some of them chose to do Foundation because the by Year 
11 they need to focus on passing other courses and 5 is all the 
need.

Sets 4, 5 and 6 Generally, do Foundation - but again we had a Set 4 student who 
wanted to do Higher this year and they did. As long as we don't 
think they will under grade or get a U we try to be flexible with 
final entries.



MATHS HOMEWORK 

• Homework is set on Dr Frost. Set Tuesday due the following Monday

• At GCSE homework is set specifically per group. All students will be asked to 
do some questions in their books as well as on DFM as a record of their 
learning.

• Students can come in at 8am or 3pm (lunch if we are not teaching) to use 
laptops/computers or get help



• Half-termly assessments (in Learning Plan) lead to some set changes at Christmas 
and again after the Summer exams (maybe because we have new students, or 
other students are really pulling out all the stops and outperforming peers) but at 
GCSE we really do not want to interfere with the continuity of their learning if we 
can avoid it.



GCSE GRADING SYSTEM:



HOME LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 

Home Learning on Dr Frost - every week.
Websites: nothing beats the two free ones – Corbett Maths and 
MathsGenie (lists topics by Grade - below) 



REVISION MATERIALS 

Any revision book the student 
likes the style of will do if it is 
really needed.

In class there is no set textbook 
- but these are okay. Nothing is 
really perfect! 
Most come in Higher and 
Foundation versions

c



Mr Cain-Reed -
Assistant Headteacher & SENDO



Support at Highgate Wood School

● Start of Year 10 ‘Concerns Screen’ 
○ Communication with parents/carers if concerns arise 

● Reports
○ December, March and July 

● Maya Angelou Centre and Learning Support 
○ 1:1 Mentoring 
○ Group Mentoring 
○ Counselling 

● Careers, Drop Down Days and Revision Workshops (for students & parents)

● Department intervention

● Communication
○ Class teacher, Head of Department, tutor, Mr Mayes/Ms Issitt/Ms Kiciak 



Supporting Your Child’s Learning

● Parent/carer log-in details 
○ Email gki@hws.haringey.sch.uk if you need these 

to be re-shared 

● Home Learning 
○ 1.5 hours per subject per week 

● Revision 
○ Ongoing
○ A ‘marathon and not a sprint’ (i.e. not just 

before PPEs and GCSEs) 

● Notices and reminders from teachers 

● Merits and demerits 

mailto:gki@hws.haringey.sch.uk


Supporting Your Child’s Learning

● Uniform and PE kit (GCSE PE and Core PE) 

● Equipment 
○ 3 black pens, green pen, 2 pencils, highlighter, 30cm ruler, sharpener, rubber, 

scientific calculator, compass, protractor 

● School bag
○ Reading book, water bottle, pencil case, books 

● Attendance and Punctuality 
○ Arrive at school by 08.30am (Tennis Courts) 
○ Attend all lessons and be on time 



Supporting Your Child’s Learning

Students that achieved either a Grade 4, 5 or 6 on 
average had attendance of 95.4%

Students that did not achieve a Grade 4 had on 
average attendance of 90.5%

Students that achieved a Grade 7 and above had 
on average attendance of 98.3%



Supporting Your Child at Home

● Screen Time 
○ Clear boundaries during the week, balanced lifestyle

● Daily reading 
○ 20 mins a day at home (+ 15 minutes in tutor time), fiction and nonfiction 

● Routine 
○ Sleep and body clock, regular revision and Home Learning schedule 

● Wellbeing
○ Listen, communicate regularly with school, support and independence, praise 

and encouragement! 

● If at any time over the next two years you make the decision to organise 
an external tutor for your child, please let myself or Mr Mayes know 



Key Dates

● Year 10 Parents' Evening* 
Tuesday 10th December - SchoolCloud (Virtual)

● Learning Review Day* 
Thursday 16th January (Virtual)

● Year 10 Work Experience
Tuesday 6th May to Thursday 8th May 

● Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs)
Monday 16th June to Friday 27th June

● Year 11 PPEs
January 2026

● GCSEs
May and June 2026



Key Contacts and Communication 

If your child ever feels overwhelmed or has questions, don't hesitate to 
reach out to us or anyone they trust. We're here to support you every step of 
the way.

● Mr Mayes - Head of Year 10 (tma@hws.haringey.sch.uk) 

● Ms Issitt - Key Stage 4 Coordinator (eis@hws.haringey.sch.uk) 

● Ms Short - Exams Officer (lsh@hws.haringey.sch.uk) 

● Class teacher

● Tutor 

● Head of Department 

mailto:tma@hws.haringey.sch.uk
mailto:eis@hws.haringey.sch.uk
mailto:lsh@hws.haringey.sch.uk


* If your child studies Spanish or French or GCSE PE, please collect resources from the canteen 
* If you received an additional text message from Mr Mansfield, please head to W25 after the Q&A



Questions?


